CIVIL  ADMINISTRATION
Imports this year are estimated at about ten millions,
mainly British, although trade has not yet revived.
The declaration of November 8th as it stands affords little
guarantee for a stable government, upon the existence of
which depends the retention and development of these assets.l
In common with other men of similar training, he believed
in England's peculiar mission: to bestow its gifts of efficient
administration, of impartial justice, of honest finance and of
security on backward peoples who, in return for these services
were to assume places in the economic and defensive system of
the Empire.2 His altitude was, apparently., one prevalent
among British administrators in India: that as long as the
material well-being of the subject peoples was being advanced,
no other standard need be set up by which to judge the admin-
istration. As long as administrators spent the best of their
bodily and mental vigour on the people, there was no need to
justify the measures which kept them in authority. Political
aspirations and the desire for self-government were to be
dismissed as vagaries of ungrateful extremists or to be repressed
as firmly as wayward thoughts in any adolescent youth.
Whether or not a liberal application of the Anglo-French
Declaration was expected, it would seem that, following its
appearance and a further divergence of opinion between
London and Baghdad, traced in detail in succeeding pages,
the policy in 'Iraq tended to develop in accordance with the
views of the Acting Civil Commissioner. Indeed, there is reason
to believe that the main efforts of the civil authorities, from the
capture of Baghdad until the Insurrection of 1920, were
increasingly directed, not merely at meeting the needs of the
country but at establishing a regime so substantially British
and so definitely dependent on the British Empire, on the one
hand, so convincing in its show of machinery and of material
1 Telegram No. 8169
2 *I felt it to be in our power, as an that of no other people, to seek justice and
ensure it - to protect minority interests - the fair treatment of which is the best
rough test of any civilization/ Ibid , pp. x, 322.